East of England Biodiversity Forum meeting action points 28th January 2010
	Present

Alan Wheeler  EERA
Andy Allen, Wildlife Trust

Catherine Weightman, Natural England

Catherine Wyatt, Herts LBAP

Duncan Sivell, Buglife 

Fabiola Blum, Cambs & Peterborough LBAP  
Gen Broad, Suffolk LBAP

Heather Webb, Beds & Luton LBAP

Helen Moggridge, Natural England 
Katharine Parkes, Natural England 
Kathy Wormald, ARC 

Martin Horlock, NBIS & Natural England

Michelle Russell, Natural England 

Oliver Grafton, Natural England

Richard Rafe, Natural England 
Scott Perkin, Norfolk LBAP 
Sharon Hearle, Butterfly Conservation

Simon Odell, Landscape East

Steve Scott, Forestry Commission 
Tim Hopwell, Deer Initiative 
	Apologies

Ben Hammond, BTCV
Daniel Bluemore, EEDA
Delia Shannon, Aggregate Industries 
Diane Millis, Woodland trust 
Mary Norden, RSPB 
Matthew O'Brien, FWAG 
Mike Drew, Anglian Water 
Steve Wilkinson, JNCC 
Stuart Warrington, National Trust
Will Akast, Environment Agency 



	Item
	Action required
	Taken by

	1. Matters arising
	Julian Small’s presentation still needs to be uploaded to the Forum’s website.
	CW

	3. IBDAs and BIGs
	A 1 day regional workshop will be held in March as part of the consultation on the draft map to enable partners to comment and discuss the concept.  A second communication note is also due to be circulated shortly. 
	CW & HM will liaise on possible dates

	4. BARS
	It is recognised that BARS has variable use across the country and that it lacks a spatial element.  Driven in part by the Environment Agency there will be a pilot project in the eastern region based on catchments to develop the spatial element of BARS.  Oliver Grafton encouraged local representatives to get involved and if interested to please contact him or colleague Katharine Parkes.  They are keen to have local active engagement that will help develop the technical side of BARS over the next few years.
	Anyone interested should contact Oliver Grafton oliver.grafton@naturalengland.org.uk or Katharine Parkes katharine.parkes@naturalengland.org.uk at Natural England.

	Regional Biodiversity Targets
	With the review of our biodiversity targets and development of a publication to raise awareness of the revised targets it is felt that there is a need to collate some information to demonstrate the progress we have made towards achieving them.  Anyone who can assist in compiling habitat information is encouraged to get in touch with Catherine, although she will also be contacting some key people in the Forum to help out. 
	CW (WA, SS, LBAPs & others)

	Regional LRC Review
	Many of the detailed outputs are still to follow from the review that took place last year; however Martin Horlock and Michelle Russell will be working to help deliver projects in conjunction with the LRCs over the next few months.
	MH & MR

	Species focus
	Thank you to Duncan, Sharon and Kathy for their short presentations on the work they do on species within the region.

In light of this a discussion was had on how to take Heather’s work forward.

Heather has a couple of days left she can spend refining aspects of the report in particular using data from NBN to refine the species lists and where possible using a date as a cut off for records.
Volunteers were invited to take on particular groups of species they have an interest or expertise in.  Using the steps outlined in the paper circulated prior to the meeting the species list will be refined further.  Anyone wishing to volunteer was asked to contact Michelle Russell.

So far volunteers have agreed to the following
Birds – Richard Rafe

Mammals – Michelle Russell

Butterflies and Moths – Sharon Hearle

Invertebrates – Duncan Sivell

Volunteers are still needed for 

· Reptiles and amphibians

· Fish

· Fungi

· Lichens

· Plants (vascular and non vascular)

· Marine


	HW

Volunteers to contact MR


Date of next meeting: April 2010, date and venue to be confirmed (CW)
